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Hebrew I

Introduction

Reading can be defined as “the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its message.”
To put it another way, reading consists of coming
back to speech through its graphic symbols. In
short, meanings reside in the sounds of the spoken
language. Speaking a language is the necessary
first step to acquiring the ability to read a language
with meaning.

Hebrew is written in the Hebrew alphabet, which
means that you will need to associate the sounds
with what is probably a new system of symbols. A
complete listing of the Hebrew alphabet can be
found starting on page 7. This is for your information
only: you will not need the list to learn to read
Hebrew since all of the instruction is on the audio.

In Hebrew you read from right to left, the opposite
of English. Vowels are normally not included in
the Hebrew script. They can be marked by special
signs under or above the letters, but they are usually
included only for beginning readers, in poetry, and
in the Old Testament.
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Hebrew I

Introduction (continued)

Hebrew I

As of the second grade in elementary school, Israelis
are able to read without vowels, by guessing the
correct pronunciation from the context. In this
booklet, the vowels are included so you won’t have
to worry about guessing. These lessons are written
in the Hebrew “square type.” You will note that
there are no capital letters in Hebrew.

In Modern Hebrew, the major vowel sounds are:
ah, eh, ee, 0, and 0o. Some vowels are represented
by more than one sign. The reason for this is that
in ancient times there were more vowel sounds than
there are today and the various forms of transcription
have been maintained even when there is no sound
difference. And there is also a punctuation vowel,
called schva, which is sometimes silent.

There are twenty-two consonants in the Hebrew
alphabet, written with thirty-one letters. As in the
case of vowels, there are some letters which in
Modern Hebrew sound alike, but which originally
were different sounds. This is especially true in
the case of some guttural sounds which are no longer
pronounced gutturally in Modern Hebrew.

Introduction (continued)

There are two letters which are silent and serve as
vowel carriers. There are two letters which have a
different sound when a dot is added. There are
five letters which have two forms: one form when
written at the beginning or middle of the word, and
another form when written at the end of the word.
Having different letters for the same sound may
cause difficulties in spelling but not in reading.

The aim of this program is to teach you how the
letters of the Hebrew script sound. That is to say,
you’ll learn to read aloud mostly words that you
don’t understand. In the early lessons, you'll be
“decoding” letter combinations that have no actual
meaning.

From Lesson Five on, you’ll be reading real words.
The recorded portion of the reading materials for
Modern Hebrew I, 2nd Ed. will be found at the end
of the program. You can do the readings as it is
most convenient for you. They can be done
individually with each unit or at a more appropriate
time afterwards. Instructions on how to proceed
with the readings are contained in the audio portion
of the course.
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Hebrew I
Hebrew Alphabet
Sound Name of Letter Block Letter
silent alef N .1
B bet 3 12
\Y vet a3 .3
G asin “girl” gimel ) 4
D dalet T .5
H but silent at hey n 6
end of word
\' vav w7
z zain T 8
CH similarto the  chet N
noise made in
clearing your throat
T tet O .10
b'¢ yud (spoken) L |
yod (written)

K kaf Ded2
CH same as #9 chaf J a3
CH chaf sofit (final chaf) T 14
L lamed 5 s
M mem n .16
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Hebrew I

Hebrew Alphabet (continued Hebrew I
P ( ) Vowel Chart
Sound Name of Letter Block Letter Equivalent Major Vowel Sounds Hebrew Vowels
English Sound  Combined with 3
M mem sofit (final mem) D 17 s with N
N nun 3 #8 a asin father a
N nun sofit (final nun) ) .19 N NN N
S samech D 2 e asinm
et | b
silent ayin Vi 21 ¥ R NN
P pey 3 2 ee betweenfeet 3 W N
F fey 2 and fit ’ S
F fey sofit 9 24
TS asin “hats”  tsadee N 25 o asinoh ja N N N
TS tsadee sofit (final tsadee) X .26 "
K sameas#12 kuf (spoken) P2 00 as in boot 132 N N

kof (written)

R reysh 9 28 9 asin “eh?” 3
SH shin Y 29 (sometimes silent)

S same as #20 sin Y 30

T same as #10 tav n 31
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Hebrew 1
Lesson One
At i
231 A
T oesd
11 4
2 5
T 6
123 7
1108
J1 9
7272 10
2737 1
X13...12
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Hebrew I
Lesson Two

o N |

%37 2

YWl 3

1 4

2L 5

23 6

T 7

P38

T 9

YA 10

W3 .11

4 .12

33 13

7T 4

T3 15

YTIPT a6
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Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Three Lesson Four
™ 12 R | wia
2 13 2 2 \'J\v 2
T 4 XT3 WY 3
M3 s T 4 Yy 4
12 16 MW s ,;L:,;‘: 5
: 6
™3 17 DT 6 'T\’J’ 3
YA 18 77T AT s
22T 19 TR 8 vamy o
T 20 T3 9 ) a0
T 21 13 10 ’ W a1
YT 22 »%a 11 Whra 12
13
14
vaa s
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Hebrew 1 Hebrew I
Lesson Five Lesson Six

ny 1 a o
™ 2 n 2
nm 3 ™ 3
P 4 ) Wwa 4
n s WHn s

2 Ww» 6

7,\’_) 6 ’J’D\’J 7

T 7 mra 8
™ 8 nr oo
wn 9 Vi .10
NAY 10 _}?& il
yna 11 -
’I;l‘[ 3 20T a3
I MYUT 14
NT 15

nva e

N 17

WHT 18

UTT 19
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Hebrew I

Lesson Seven

o2
YTV
viby
TOOY
oY

P

Sy

Up)
yah
SNy
nva
M2

132
1)

L w0 N L B LB =
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Hebrew I
Lesson Eight
o a1 on o a
RN 12 PRy 2
oy a3 mn 3
™2 14 onn 4
WY oy s oy s
oy 6 oY 6
on 17 B g
AN LI T () b
DMWY .19 D 9
MO 20 oon 10
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Hebrew I

Lesson Nine

A
M2
DNY
0
(npi)}
0
0N
w2
1A
DnY3
oD

o

I Y

.10
11
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Hebrew I
Lesson Ten

m a3 v o
oD 4 - 3
572} PEERT upy 3
nTY 6 WY 4
nMm 7 TR 5
bya s W 6
nnY a9 SYm 7
M 20 oYy 8
w2 WY 9
WY 22 13 10
VY 2 0”3 .1
MY 24 oY 12
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Hebrew 1 e = Hebrew I
Lesson Eleven Lesson Twelve
W P a1 M 13 P2 BT
DY .12 oYY 2 ) T 14 D0 2
0)y .13 PP 3 vay s bva 3
on 14 DD 4 ) vay .6 DY 4
(23ve BERE > ) A No .17 oY s
v 16 TOM 6 nn a8 M 6
T 17 vpy 7 ™M 19 [mE K3} v
DDD .18 vnn s 7 20 DD 8
WD 19 i vo B WY 21 Do 9
20 20 vy 10 oW 2 MM 10
MDD 23 NANY a1

) TN 12
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Hebrew 1
Lesson Thirteen
019, .12 no a1
U9 a3 ope 2
9 14 D9 3
29 15 100 4
NY 16 P
D9 17 mon 6
D9 .8 P2 v I
TV 29 o9
D9 20 D9 9
P9 21 SPI9 10
192 22 DDy 11

Hebrew I
Lesson Fourteen

ov3 D2V 1
h/a}a)A RN 0929 2
™mn a3 W3
D9P1 14 T a4
mmna s ™PH s
nava s YN 6
N a7 PYMm 7
p/ab)a pRERT ovn 8
DNIYN 19 MM 9
DT .10
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Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Fifteen Lesson Sixteen

oTn 15 [mpiv2s BN AN 12 N
9 16 7T 2 YN 13 MIN 2
IS 17 13T 3 DWIN .14 w3

TR 18 TRM 4 ND 15 NIN 4

D’T]WJ):J' 19 D’ﬂ,g‘_ﬂlﬁ. 5 NON 16 N)Sl:t

MY 20 W 6 e e &
Y a2 oYY 7 oW v MW 6

wn 2 "D 8 moN a8 N 7

9979 23 M9 AN 19 DON 8
797 24 D7 10 PN 20 PN o
MO 25 T 1 N99 21 YN 10
MNO 26 manp 12 s iSe

W 27 9 13 il M e A

D237 14
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Hebrew 1

Lesson Seventeen

N
A1)
7NN

3T

m
™7
R
=)}
N

n

n
»N

mmny
oNNY
YUY

o o 9 & b x b b =

[ T
G H W NN = O

Hebrew I
Lesson Eighteen
R URRE ovn a1
N a4 oD 2
) AJERE mn 3
™D a6 M 4
1723 Y] TR A
NP0 a8 NN 6
19 .19 (=1 T I
19 20 mn 8
9 21 onon 9
omp 2 oD .10
np 2 n on
' IND 12
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Hebrew I = Hebrew I
Lesson Nineteen Lesson Twenty
PR a3 Ay il 1 it M
on) 14 My 2 mn 13 wn 2
n s LA T4 o3
mn a6 MY 4 N .15 o»n 4
110117 BV m s 20 16 noe s
a3 s | nnn? 17 N 6
L e RRT) onpy 7 b7  JNT NP 7
MINY 20 DN 8 unn a9 UTn s
N 2 nn o9 n|n - 20 nye o
R 2 Ny .10 N 21 YN .10
13 23 N o nYwnn 22 ng 1

N 24 =1 | v




30

3L

Hebrew 1

Lesson Twenty-One

4%
M09
Doy
napn
moy

PV

non
o3

- n20)
O-N20)

21

Mp
n3v
N3V
2N
Y

A%

.
4
D9V
Qrale

YovyL»n

G ‘O
- O

o N o » Wb
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Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Two

P12 A¥yrva
onyY 13 vl 2
n92 .14 V0 3
N3 s D90 4
N2 .16 am s
V907 17 ™6
LIV .18 w 7
LIVIY .19 PN 8
oPID 20 N 9
3021 9% Ho
M7 1
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Hebrew I

Lesson Twenty-Three

Hebrew 1

PR3
N9
71
3
€2
P
W3
793
mNn
m
VR

A2
13
.14
A5
.16
17
.18
.19
20
21
22

R
Ap
gi=F)
R
12
nen
vITR
229

ND
PINR

> W

L o YW o

1

Lesson Twenty-Four

any
73¥
wy
BaER) Y
0%
N33
\ap
N3
83
3
IR

J2
A3
.14
45
.16
17
18
49
20
21
22

POy 1
Pl 2
MR a3
JAN - a4
= P
P 6
ANiy:. 7

1 PP ]
¥ 9
\R .10
AN i




Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Five Lesson Twenty-Six

P2 W naMm 12 N2 1
PO 13 von 2 any 3 B 2
e a4 oYy 3 N 14 7229 3
Yy s Y a4 mp 15 B4
Y a6 N s Py 6 1 s
mvy 17 v 6 anyy a7 1 6
Uon g DN\ 7 anm s ;e
van .19 DY 8 MmN 1 ;M s
PY 20 W o9 mp 20 T 9
wan 21 myY 10 N3a77 21 mMNIM 10

DY .11 NINDD 22 AP i
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Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Seven Lesson Twenty-Eight
1Y 12 ny 4 1 14 nPv
W a3 ny 2 WON a5 NPL-MY 2
Py 14 NI 3 N2, 16 Y1y 3
DMy 15 DNy 4 oY 7 vy 4
W 16 oy s 028 .18 M9 s
My a7 NY 6 npaND 19 N9 6
YD 8 NN 7 WX 20 M g
oy 19 Wy 8 POy 21 290D
D7y 20 8y 9 Povn 2 %A 9
e 21 DYy .10 9w 2 220 10
D3 2 TRy 1 nPY) 24 9P 1
MY 2 O8N 12
INW a3
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Hebrew I

Lesson Twenty-Nine

14
15
.16
17
18
2, L
.20
21
22
23

24
25

n2¥np
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oMY

L ® N o un »
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Hebrew I
Lesson Thirty

Ty 4 WY1 u
W s ToHg
TIMY .16 o)n 3
Wy a7 oI 4
PNY .18 TR s
Y 19 MmN 6
W 20 29, .7
Ay 2 o2 8
TV 2 PNAW 9
TIN 23 $UAL T
Tay 24 MY 1
DO-5 25 WD 12
WH 13




